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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT EVANS AND NOVAK OP-ED COLUMN 
WASHINGTON POST THURSDAY JUNE 15 TITLED "CARTER'S HIGH- 
STAKES FOREIGN-POLICY TEST." 


2. THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE PRESIDENCY IS LOSING CONTROL 
OF FOREIGN POLICY TO CONGRESS IS DRAMATIZED BY TWO PRIVATE 
MEETINGS IN WHICH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION EELT COMPELLED 
TO BRING MEMBERS OF CONGRESS INTO FACE-TO-FACE DEALINGS 
WITH FOREIGN LEADERS IN TRYING TO REPEAL THE TURKISH ARMS 
EMBARGO. 


3. MEETING NO. 1: LATE LAST MONTH, SECRETARY OF STATE 
CYRUS VANCE INVITED FIVE CONGRESSMEN FIGHTING TO REPEAL 
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THE ARMS EMBARGO INTO HIS OFEICE TO PLOT STRATEGY WITH 
NONE OTHER THAN THE TURKISH AMBASSADOR. 


4. MEETING NO. 2: ON SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 4, CONGRESSIONAL 
LEADERS OF THE GREEK LOBBY WENT TO MANHATTAN EOR A TWO AND 
A HALF HOUR NEGOTIATING SESSION WITH TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 
BULENT ECEVIT IN A UNITED NATIONS PLAZA HOTEL SUITE. VANCE 
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HIMSELF HELPED ARRANGE THE MEETING, USING U.N. AMBASSADOR 
ANDREW YOUNG AS INTERMEDIARY. 

5. THOSE TWO MEETINGS REFLECT PRESIDENT CARTER'S FRUSTRA- 
TION IN CONDUCTING FOREIGN POLICY AFTER THE DRAIN OF 
EXECUTIVE POWER FOLLOWING VIETNAM AND WATERGATE. INDEED, 
HE FACES THE POSSIBILITY OF A HUMILIATING FAILURE TO LIFT 

THE THREE- YEAR-OLD EMBARGO, WITH SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES 
BOTH FOR THE WESTERN ALLIANCE AND HIS OWN WORLD-WIDE 
PRESTIGE. 

6. THE STRATEGY SESSION IN VANCE'S OFFICE INFURIATED THE 
GREEK LOBBY, WHOSE OWN ACTIVITIES HAD PROMPTED IT. "OUT- 
RAGEOUS;" ONE EMINENT PRO-GREEK LEADER TOLD US. "THAT'S 
THE FIRST TIME I KNOW OF THAT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HAVE 
MET WITH THE AMBASSADOR OF A FOREIGN COUNTRY IN THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE TO PLOT CAPITOL HILL STRATEGY." 

7. THE SUNDAY-EVENING MEETING BETWEEN ECEVIT AND THE 
THREE PRINCIPAL LEADERS OF THE GREEK LOBBY-REP. JOHN 
BRADEMAS (D-IND.), REP. BEN ROSENTHAL (D-N.Y.) AND SEN. 

PAUL SARBANES (D-MD.) SOLVED NOTHING. THE CONGRESSMEN 
COULD NOT NEGOTIATE TURKISH TROOP AND TERRITORIAL WITH- 
DRAWALS FROM CYPRUS. ECEVIT COULD NOT PERSUADE THEM THAT 
CONTINUING THE ARMS EMBARGO WOULD PROVE FATAL TO A STRONG 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ALLIANCE. 
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8. BRADEMAS AND HIS COLLEAGUES RETURNED TO WASHINGTON 
MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER TO DEFEAT THE PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS 
TO LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO. MAJORITY WHIP BRADEMAS, NO. 3 
DEMOCRAT IN THE HOUSE, IS NOW PUTTING FINISHING TOUCHES 

ON A BILL OF PARTICULARS THAT CHARGES THE CARTER ADMINIS- 
TRATION WITH SYSTEMATIC AND INTENTIONAL EFFORTS TO UNDER- 
MINE THE CONOR ESSTONAT J ,Y IMPOSED EMBARGO. 

9. IN A PRIVATE MEETING WITH VANCE, BRADEMAS HAS UPBRAID- 
ED THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AN INTERVIEW GIVEN THE 
TURKISH PRESS BY U.S. AMBASSADOR RONALD I. SPIERS. THAT 
INTERVIEW, BRADEMAS CHARGED, VIRTUALLY PROMISED THAT TUR- 
KEY WOULD SOON BE RID OF THE EMBARGO. HE WILL ALSO 
ARGUE IN THE HOUSE DEBATE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION FOUND 
LOOPHOLES TO GET NATO ARMS TO TURKEY. 

10. ACCORDINGLY, DESPITE THEIR DECISION BRINGING CONGRESS 
DIRECTLY INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH TURKEY, THE PRESIDENT 
AND SECRETARY OF STATE HAVE FAILED TO MOVE BRADEMAS AND 
OTHER HARD-CORE MEMBERS OF THE GREEK LOBBY. ON THIS 
FIGHT, IN CONTRAST TO BATTLING FOR THE PANAMA TREATIES 
AND THE SAUDI AIRCRAFT DEAL, CARTER IS OPPOSED BY ONE OF 
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THE SHREWDEST OF HIS OWN LEGISLATIVE LEADERS IN THE HOUSE. 

1 1 . CARTER'S DEMAND FOR REPEAL OF THE EMBARGO, AN ABOUT- 

FACE FROM CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS SUPPORTING IT, WAS CAUSED BY 
HIS PERCEPTION OP RISING SOVIET MILITARY POWER IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE. BUT THAT ARGUMENT CARRIES SURPRISINGLY LITTLE 
WEIGHT WITH BRADEMAS AND THE GREEK LOBBY. 

12. DISMISSING THE SOVIET ANGLE AS UNIMPRESSIVE, BRADEMAS 
AND HIS COLLEAGUES WILL WIELD THE PRESIDENT'S OWN HUMAN- 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN AS A CLINCHER AGAINST REPEAL OF THE 
EMBARGO. THEIR ARGUMENT: CARTER HAS TURNED A BLIND EYE 
TO ALLEGED HUMAN-RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY TURKEY ON THE 
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ISLAND OF CYPRUS. 

13. THE PRESIDENT MAY BE IN A LARGER AND TOUGHER FIGHT 
THAN HE BARGAINS POR. WARNINGS TO THE WHITE HOUSE FROM 
FRIENDLY CONGRESSMEN STRONGLY URGE A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN, 
IN THE TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE HOUSE VOTE, AS INTENSE AS 

THE WHITE HOUSE PUSH FOR THE CANAL TREATIES AND THE 
SAUDI ARMS DEAL. ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN REP. PAUL FINDLEY 
HAS PASSED WORD TO THE PRESIDENT THAT A FIRESIDE CHAT, 
PUTTING CARTER'S PRESTIGE ON THE LINE, MAY BE THE ONLY 
WAY TO DEFEAT BRADEMAS. 

14. BUT THE ADMINISTRATION'S CAMPAIGN SEEMS HALF-HEARTED 
BY COMPARISON WITH THE EARLIER BATTLES. ON MAY 25, KEY 
CONGRESSMEN BACKING THE CARTER POLICY WENT TO A WHITE 
HOUSE STRATEGY SESSION THEY EXPECTED TO BE ATTENDED BY 
CARTER, PRESS SECRETARY JODY POWELL AND CHIEF AIDE 
HAMILTON JORDAN. NONE OF THEM SHOWED UP, LEAVING CHIEF 
CONGRESSIONAL LOBBYIST PRANK MOORE TO HOLD THE FORT. 

15. A LOSS FOR THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE A POLITICAL HUMIL- 
IATION. MORE TO THE POINT, IT WOULD SHOW THAT, EVEN 

WHEN KEY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS-BOTH FOR AND AGAINST- WERE 
DELIBERATELY BROUGHT INTO HIS NEGOTIATIONS WITH ANOTHER 
COUNTRY, HE COULD NOT ASSERT HIS WILL AS PRESIDENT. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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